
Essex Beekeepers’ Conference 2 

Promoting Community Partnership 2 

Meridian Beekeepers 2 

Des Res for Bees 3 

Plan Bee Ltd. 3 

Around the Divisions 4 

Dates For Your Diary 4 

Jim’s Jottings 5 

West Sussex BKA website 6 

 

Inside this issue: 

 

W
e

st
 S

u
ss

ex
 B

e
e

ke
e

p
e

rs
’ A

ss
o

ci
at

io
n

 

M
E

M
B

E
R

S
'

 
C

O
U

N
T

Y
 

N
E

W
S

L
E

T
T

E
R

 
Volume 6, Issue 6 

September 2016 

 

There is still time to let us know if you are 
interested in the BBKA providing competi-
tively priced insurance for your honeybees, 
hives and equipment.  The lead article in 
last month’s County News provides the de-
tail as outlined by BBKA Trustee, David 
Teasdale. 
 

This is not a BBKA income generation pro-
ject, nor is it linked to Capitation.  The initia-
tive is a way of answering members’ original question to provide an ad-
ditional service, albeit at an additional cost.  This insurance will not 
cover loss through disease as this is already covered by BDI. 
 
We want to hear from you even if you are NOT interested as the BBKA 
will not proceed with this proposal unless there is adequate support 
from members. 
 

Please contact any of your committee representatives with your views 
as soon as possible. 
 
Thank you. 
 

Graham 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

 

 
BBKA Insurance Proposal 

mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
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The Romford Division of the Essex Beekeepers’ Association is hosting this year’s annual 
conference on Saturday 5th November 9:30am to 4:30pm.  The theme this year is 
‘Raising the Standards of Beekeeping Husbandry’.  Three entertaining and very well re-
spected speakers have been invited to give talks on topics that all beekeepers will find 
beneficial and interesting.  There will be a variety of trade stands, chosen to provide 
Equipment, Clothing and Bee Technology.  The venue for this event is: 

Barking & Dagenham College, Dagenham Road, Romford, RM7 0XU 

Lunch is provided, with a choice of 4 main courses - and a selection of desserts, as well as light refresh-
ments.  The ticket price is £25 and includes lunch.  

For full details and a booking form visit the website:  

https://ebka.org/whats-on/essex-beekeepers-conference-2016/ 

 

Alan Kingsford 
Romford Division Conference 2016 Secretary 

Essex Beekeepers’ Association Conference 

Bees and other pollinating insects face growing pressure from habitat loss, pests 
and diseases as well as the intensification of agriculture over the last fifty years.  
In November 2014 the National Pollinator Strategy was released by the Govern-
ment and outlined these issues, as well as others, that must be addressed in or-
der to reverse the decline in population of pollinating insects.   
 
Tuesday 18th October is the date for the next symposium entitled ‘Tackling the Decline of Pollinating In-
sects in the UK’.  Key speakers will include Huw Merriman MP and Vicky Kindemba, Conservation Delivery 
Manager for Buglife.  The event will run from 10:15am - 4:30pm. 
Visit the website for full details, venues in London, registration and ticket prices: 
www.publicpolicyexchange.co.uk/events/GJ18-PPE?ss=em&tg=1a 

Promoting Community Partnership 

 

Meridian Beekeepers’ Association 

On Thursday 10th November Meridian Beekeepers’ Association will be hosting a talk by Ron Hoskins on 
bees who are better at grooming off Varroa and the development of the Swindon Bee.   
 

Ron’s talk will begin at 7.15pm at Market Hall, High Street, Botley near Southampton SO30 2EA.   
Cost for non-Meridian members is £5.   Please register with Louise Evans at:  louisewithbees@gmail.com 
 

There is parking to the rear of the hall, accessed via the passageway between the neo-classical Market 
Hall and Regina's restaurant.  The Market hall is opposite the Co-op where there is a bus stop.  Botley is a 
15 minute walk downhill from Botley Station.  There are no taxis or bus stops at the railway station.     
 

Linda 

Secretary Meridian Beekeepers’ Association  www.meridianbeekeepers.co.uk 

https://ebka.org/whats-on/essex-beekeepers-conference-2016/
http://www.publicpolicyexchange.co.uk/events/GJ18-PPE?ss=em&tg=1a
mailto:louisewithbees@gmail.com
http://www.meridianbeekeepers.co.uk
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Des Res for Bees - Two Sites On Offer 

 

A landowner is offering to accommodate a number of colonies of hon-
eybees on their farm near Horsham.  It lies between Christ’s Hospital 
and Barns Green with free access.  The area is extensively farmed and 
comprises of a  small orchard, with gardens in the midst of fields.   
 

The farm has previously accommodated bees owned by a local mem-
ber who has now moved away. 
 

A second site is being offered between Amberley and Houghton.  A 15 
acre site with access to the wonderful natural flora & fauna at the foot 
of the South Downs. 
  
If you are interested in either site please contact me in the first instance. 
 
 

Graham 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

Plan Bee Ltd. 

Plan Bee Ltd. is a commercial honeybee management company based in Scot-
land.  They are now expanding into England and we understand they are to 
make their second base in the South of England in West Sussex. 
 

We further understand that a significant number of commercial hives are to 
be established between Petworth and Wisborough Green and on 1st August 
your Association wrote to their CEO, Warren  Bader, to obtain more details on 
this proposal. 
 

It is understood from their website that honeybees imported from Europe may be used to establish the 
colonies using Buckfast hybrids.  It is known that hybrid vigour may develop in such stock and that aggres-
sion may be increased in our own colonies with Buckfast drones interbreeding with our own locally-bred 
queens. (See Jim’s Jottings). 
 
We have also asked about the company’s IPM programme and their methods of swarm management and 
control.  However, it is understood that they plan to collect all their own swarms in the county; a relief, I 
am sure, to those of you on your Division’s or the BBKA Swarm Collectors’ List! 
 

Plan Bee Ltd. states on their website that they are committed to talking with local associations: a local 
representative has been appointed to manage their operation in West Sussex.  A reply to our letter was 
requested in time for this publication, but at the time of going to press no acknowledge has yet been re-
ceived. 
 
Should we receive information from Plan Bee Ltd. on their West Sussex operation we will of course up-
date you in future newsletters and on the WSBKA website Notice Board. 
 

View their website at www.planbeeltd.com/ 

Artistic representation only 

mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.planbeeltd.com/


Around the Divisions 
 

All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you plan 
to attend. 

Central Sussex Division 

Saturday 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th September  - Meetings  at  

the Pease Pottage teaching apiary - 9:30am to midday.  The ‘Buzz Club’ 
for younger members meets at 11am. 

Saturday 17th September - See the Division at the West Grin-

stead Ploughing Match & Show, Aglands Farm, Cowfold.  

Details from Melvyn Essen: chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk 
or website: www.centralsussexbka.org.uk 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 13th September - ‘Bee diseases’ with members’ experiences and guidance.  
Details of the Division’s activities from: secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or website: 
www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Saturday 3rd, 10th, 17th & 24th September  - Meetings at the teaching apiary from 1:30pm.   As 

well as the inspection of the bees different aspects of the craft will be covered.  Further details from 
Sue Elliott: sj.elliott@ukgateway.net or website: www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

Worthing Division 

Wednesday 7th September  - Apiary meeting at 6pm. 

Thursday 8th September - First of the monthly meetings:  ‘Late Summer Colony Management’ with 

David Rudland from East Surrey Bees.  Ferring Village Hall at 7:30pm. 

Saturday 10th September - Annual Honey Show at the Findon Sheep Fair & Village Festival, Nep-

cote Green, BN14 0SZ.   
Further details from Phil Carter: philange5180@btinternet.com or the Divi-
sion’s website: www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  
 

 

... and Dates for your Diary 
 
 

Tuesday 20th - Thursday 22nd September - BIBBA Conference, Isle of 

Man.  See article in the June  newsletter for further details. 

Sunday 16th October - London Honey Show - 11am to 4pm at the Westbourne Suite, Lancaster Ter-

race, London, W2 2TY.  See article in the July newsletter. 

Thursday 27th - Saturday 29th October - National Honey Show, Sandown Park Racecourse, Esher, 

Surrey, KT10 9AJ.   www.honeyshow.co.uk/.  See lead article in July’s newsletter. 
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‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 

mailto:chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk
http://www.centralsussexbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
mailto:sj.elliott@ukgateway.net
http://www.wgbka.org.uk
mailto:philange5180@btinternet.com
http://www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/


Jim’s Jottings 

Chairman, Jim Norfolk continues his jottings for the County News 

 
We probably all come across aggressive or perhaps more correctly called defensive 
colonies, from time to time.  It should be possible to define a scale of defensiveness, 
ranging from 1 for bees which just sit there on the comb and can be inspected with-
out any protection, through your average colony which ‘needs a bit of smoke’ to 
those who fly up in your face and ping off your veil as soon as the roof is off and 
score 10!  Then there are those bees which turn it up to 11 and are said to attack as 
soon as you get out of your car, but thankfully they are rare and I have yet to meet 
any.  There are also the observations that colonies have off-days and even seem to 
respond differently to different people.  Aggressive or over-defensive colonies can 
be a serious danger to non-beekeepers and have even killed pets and livestock.  The 

first rule has to be safety of the public, the second has to be to deal with it, and the third, try to prevent it 
happening. 
 
Two main chemicals are thought to be associated with defensive behaviour.  One is isoamyl actate (IAA), 
sometimes called banana oil and used as synthetic banana flavour.  It is said that eating a banana before 
inspecting bees can induce defensive behaviour.  IAA is released from the sting chamber and with other 
substances make up the sting alarm pheromone.  The other chemical said to be associated with defensive 
behaviour is 2-heptanone, produced by the mandibular gland.  However more recent work suggests that 
the anaesthetic effect of this substance released when bees bite small invertebrates such as wax moth 
larvae or even Varroa, may be more important and we may have its role wrong.  So if some chemicals can 
induce defensive behaviour, are there others which can calm bees?  I came across a study in Nature Com-
munications entitled ’Appetitive floral odours prevent aggression in honeybees’.  The authors devised a 
way to test the defence response of bees to a range of substances and found that some made bees less 
aggressive and some more.  IAA and extract from sting chambers made bees more aggressive, whereas 
some plant extracts reduced the level of aggression and appeared to oppose the effects of IAA when 
given in combination.  Leaving aside that this was a study done with bees outside a hive in an experimen-
tal set up, let us assume that the findings are basically correct.  What then might be the implications for 
beekeeping?  Could we use floral extracts to calm bees?  The answer of 
course is that people already do. Dried lavender is put in smokers by some 
beekeepers and then there is bee balm.  According to FN Howes, ‘Plants 
and Beekeeping’, bee balm is an old name for lemon balm, Melissa offici-
nalis.  The lemon-scented leaves of lemon balm were rubbed inside skeps 
to attract bees and rubbed on hands to help prevent stings.  The leaves 
were also chopped up, put in water and sprinkled on bees when uniting 
colonies. Lemon balm contains linalool, which is one of the compounds 
tested, which could block the aggressive response triggered by IAA.  
 
I have used lemon balm, which grows wild in my garden, rubbed on gloves and in a water spray, but have 
not devised a suitable controlled test to see whether it actually works.  Would it also work dried and put 
in a smoker?  What about other strong smelling plant materials such as eucalyptus?  My bees are very 
fond of eucalyptus flowers so maybe the fact that I add some of the bark to my smoker may help to ex-
plain why my bees are usually calm when inspected.  If anyone has any experience using plants to calm 
bees it would be great to hear from you.  
 

So what causes defensive or aggressive colonies and can we do anything about it?  Obviously there must 
be a genetic component and one of the strongest manifestations is to be seen in hybrids with Africanised 
honeybees.  Research has focused on these bees in the USA rather than on hybrids in Europe.  It turns out  
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Melissa officinalis 



We’re on the web: 

www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
 

Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

M E M B E R S '  C O U N T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

 
 
Previous newsletters from the last 12 months are available on the website. 
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that if the queen is of European stock the hybrids are aggressive but not if the queen is of Africanised 
stock.  There appears to be something about the asymmetry of the different versions of genes present, 
possibly mediated through brain metabolism, which results in aggression.  Early days but research is be-
ginning to unravel the problem.  A big jump to hybrids of European races but bees are bees, so it is possi-
ble that similar mechanisms operate when European races are crossed.  We are perhaps familiar with the 
stories of crosses between different races of bees resulting in aggressive hybrids and how one beekeeper 
bringing in exotic strains of bee can upset the behaviour of local bees carefully nurtured by beekeepers 
over the years.  I am not sure how we can control this but there is a trend towards buying in hybrid bees 
such as Buckfast or named sub-species such as Carniolans or Italians, on the grounds that they are better 
bees.  Well this would be fine if they did not also produce drones, which then fly out and mate with the 
local virgin queens.  The small-scale hobby beekeeper keeping a few colonies in their garden, suddenly 
finds their bees turn nasty when a new queen is reared or the person who buys one of these special colo-
nies and then tries to breed from it and finds their nice docile colony becomes a monster.  I have even 
heard it said that the problem is not the introduced bees but the fault of all the local feral drones.  I am 
not sure this is a problem capable of solution but as more people move away from local bees and buy in 
their stock, it can only become worse.  The only way I can see the keepers of local bees can fight back is to 
rear large numbers of drones and flood the area with them, decreasing the chance of crosses with drones 
from introduced queens.  Alternatively develop apiary vicinity mating, a characteristic of our native black 
bee.  Otherwise we could all switch to commercially reared bees but that would take a lot of the enjoy-
ment out of the craft.  One thing is for certain, if bees generally become more defensive we could lose the 
support of the public. 
 

Jim 
 

chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:jimnorfolk@btinternet.com

